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may earn thousands of rupees on the Stock Exchange but may
be thoroughly useless for our purposes. They would be un-
happy in our humble surroundings and we should be unhappy
in theirs. We want ideal labourers in the country's cause. They
will not bother about what food they get, or what comforts they
are assured by the villagers whom they serve. They will trust
to God for whatever they need, and will exult in the trials and
tribulations they might have to undergo. This is inevitable in
our country where we have 7,00,000 villages to think of. We
cannot afford to have a salaried staff of workers who have an
eye to regular increments, provident funds and pensions. Faith-
ful service of the villagers is its own satisfaction.

Some of you will be tempted to ask if this is also the stand-
ard for the villagers. Not by any means. These prospects are
for us servants and not for the village-folk our masters. We
have sat on their backs all these years, and we want to accept
voluntary and increasing poverty in order that our masters' lot
may be much better than it is today. We have to enable them to
earn much more than they are earning today. That is the aim
of the Village Industries Association. It cannot prosper unless
it has an ever-increasing number of servants such as I have
described. May you be such servants.

Harijan, 23-5-1936
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MARRIAGE BY PURCHASE
Some months ago the Statesman opened its columns to a
discussion of the dowry system prevalent among many castes
almost all over India, and dealt with it ^ditorially. I used to
write on the cruel customs often enough in the columns of
Young India. The cuttings from the Statesman revives the cruel
memories of what I used to know then. My remarks were aimed
at deti-leti as the custom is known in Sind. Enough educated
Sindhis were found who exacted large sums of money from
parents who were anxious to see their daughters well married.
The Statesman has carried on a crusade against the custom in
general. There is no doubt that the custom is heartless. But so